
Algebra 1 (High School Credit)
Mr. Todd            Room 402, La Cima Middle School
2021-2022
Welcome!
W

elcome to Mr. Todd’s math class!  I am very excited about this school year, and I am glad to have you in my class.  This is my 8th year teaching at La Cima Middle School and I am looking forward to a fantastic year! ¡Bienvenidos a todos!
About the Teacher
You are in good hands. This is my 18th year teaching math (10 in high school, 8 in middle school). I received my Bachelor’s degree in Geology from the University of Oklahoma, and my Master’s degree in Education from Walden University (Minneapolis, MN). 

I was born in Wilmington, DE, though I have been in Arizona for 21 years.  I have lived in Phoenix, Mesa, Rio Rico, the Navajo Nation, and Tucson.

I play drums, bass, piano, and I sing.  I love to play and record music.  I enjoy sports: I have coached baseball, softball, and soccer.  My favorite sports team is Real Salt Lake [image: image1.jpg]


(gotta represent). I am 47 years old, married, and have no children.

Contact Me
· Email: ctodd@amphi.com
· Website: http://www.amphi.com/Domain/687
· Phone: (520) 696 6752

Goals for This Year
The goals of this class are simple.  They are as follows:

· to help you have FUN learning math

· to help you meet or exceed Arizona’s 8th grade mathematics standards
· to help you develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills for success at the college level and in life.
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Daily Required Materials
· Cheap folder for math handouts

· Cheap single-subject notebook
· Pencils and erasers*

· AVID 3-ring binder 

· Dry erase marker*

· Protractor & compass*

· Loose-leaf paper* (college ruled)

*these items may be available for buying/borrowing in class.

Learning Expectations
Algebra 1 is a critical course that provides the foundation for all subsequent math courses.  Our topics will include
· Expressions and functions
· Linear equations

· Linear and nonlinear functions

· Equations of linear functions

· Linear inequalities

· Systems of linear equations/inequalities

· Exponents and exponential functions

· Polynomials

· Quadratic functions and equations

· Statistics
Our textbook for this course: 
Algebra 1 
by Glencoe
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HOMEWORK
There will be from 1 to 3 homework assignments per week.  Each assignment is a chance to practice what we have already learned.  It is your responsibility to complete all homework assignments and keep them in your math notebook. If there is no written assignment, your homework is to study your notes or organize your notebook! (usually for 10 minutes)

Homework is due at the beginning of the class period on the due date. Please be sure to label each page with your full name and the assignment. In order to receive full credit, you MUST show all work!

Practice (homework) is an important part of success in math. Much like the study of music or sports, you must practice to gain the skills and level of competency required for success.  I expect that you will complete your homework and that you will turn it in on time. There is a 1-letter-grade-per-day penalty for turning in homework late.
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Grading Scale

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 50-59%

Your grade for each quarter will be weighted as shown below:

Class/Homework 
40%

Assessment 

40%

Notebook

20%

The online component  (ALEKS) will count as quiz grades (under assessment), so take it seriously.

Tests are a large portion of your grade.  This reflects the importance of retaining what you learn.  It also reflects the high standards required by college-level academics.

Grading:

According to district requirements, middle school students are required to get a D grade or higher in at least 3 of the 4 grading quarters in the school year.  

Any student who does not meet this requirement for 2 or more classes is in danger of being retained!
You are expected to be an active participant in your learning.  If you are struggling, help is available!!!
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You can ensure your success if you:
· Come to each class prepared!

· Ask questions! 

· Do not let yourself fall behind.

· Attend class, every day—and be on time!

· Read your notes daily!

· Get a good night’s sleep and eat a nutritious breakfast.

· See me at lunch for extra help!
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Don't let this be YOU!


Tardies because of an emergency restroom visit sometimes happen.  This will be handled on an individual basis.

Cheating

I will respect your choices of behavior by enforcing positive or negative consequences.
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General Housekeeping Procedures

1.  La Cima Middle School is a gum-free school. If you choose to bring gum to school, you are choosing to break a school rule.

2. Food and drinks are prohibited in classrooms. Hard candies (lifesavers, breath mints) are acceptable.  Water in a spill-proof container is allowed during class.

Test Re-takes
You may re-take any test if you want to improve your score.  You may only re-take a test before the next test is given.  Your re-take must be done before or after school.


Remember Why You Are Here!
Visualize yourself in 5 years.  Where will you be? You can do it.  But if you plan to face tomorrow, do it now.
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These Out!!
For additional math help:

www.purplemath.com: mostly algebra help.

http://www.webmath.com/:

Great resource for all areas of math.  You can even enter problems and it will help you solve them.
ctodd@amphi.com:

I will check my email at least once per evening, Sunday through Thursday.
www.connectED.mcgraw-hill.com:

our textbook & resources
Important information:

Open House: Thursday 8/26/21, 5:30 PM-8:00 PM

This course outline is available on my website on the Course 3 page:

https://www.amphi.com/Domain/687
“Tomorrow is now.”

--Howard Jones
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Attendance Policy


You are expected to be in class and prepared to learn.  In the event that you cannot attend class, make-up work will be accepted.  You will have as many days to turn in make-up work as you were absent—plus one day.  It is YOUR responsibility to obtain make-up work. 





Keep in mind that regular and punctual attendance is vitally important to your overall success in all of your classes.


I will follow district and school policy outlined in your student handbook concerning extended absences or excessive tardies.











Tardy Policy


Tardy = when you enter the room after the tardy bell rings (exempt if you have a pass)


Tardy = you miss important information.  You will not be given extra time to finish a bellwork quiz if tardy.





Tardy cards will be signed every time you are late to class.  Three tardies results in a referral to the office!











Classroom rules:





Treat people, their property, and our environment with respect.


Follow teacher instructions the first time they are given.


Follow the Cardinal Code





Note: The rules apply to everyone—including the teacher.  A particular behavior, however, can be interpreted as “respectful” by some people and “disrespectful” by others. Keep this in mind when the teacher is issuing a consequence to a student.








Positive Consequences





1.  Positive comments


2.  PBIS gold cards


3.  Note or phone call home





Negative Consequences





Verbal warning


Behavior Intervention Plan and parent contact


Home contact and an office referral








We are a community and it takes the participation and cooperation of each one of us to make this a safe, fun, and successful learning environment.





When someone is absent, we are missing a key part of our community.  When everyone is present, we are stronger.
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